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What does Bureau van Dijk do?

ÅWe capture and treat private company information for better decision making and 
increased efficiency.

ÅWith information on over 280 million companies we are the resource for company data ï
especially data on private companies.

ÅA key benefit of our information is how simple we make it to compare companies 
internationally. We add value to company information, we are much more than an aggregator.
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Fintelekt ïBanking Survey 2017 

Perceived threats to Sri Lanka Banks

Source ïFintelekt Sri Lanka AML Process Maturity Report 2017



Example: Traditional Client KYC process

1. Multiple lists globally Ą double matches

2. False positives

3. OFAC or EU updates on Friday afternoonsé
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Increased volume and complexity of fraud



Efficiently Aligning Resources for 
Maximum Risk & Cost Reduction
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Obtaining accurate private company data is a challenge

ÅAccuracy and timeliness

ÅVerification of entity data

ÅDepth of data: 

o Ownership information ïbeneficial owners and global ultimate owners

o Availability of financials and assessing financial strength 

ÅComparability of data made complex by different reporting standards and variations, 

languages, local activity codesé



Complex corporate ownership structures keep 

evolvingé

A sample of one 

level of 

ownership for 

one company



Globalisation

Owners

Subsidiaries

éhas led to very complex corporate ownership structures



ñSanctioned or Not?ò 



Example: OFACôs 50% rule and different ownership 
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Ensuring global security
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Source: Orbis published by Bureau van Dijk

<<<<<<  The Control Line



According to our records 6 Million avg/month

Change ! Ownership is Dynamic

Thatôs equal to more than 200,000 per day; 8,800 changes 

per hour or 2 changes per second !

70mil

Source: Orbis
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Some proposed political solutionsé

Europe :

Å 5th AML directive

USA :

Å Central beneficial owner registry

Å FinCen CDD ïRule

Global :

Å GLEIF Level 2 data collection

Common source of the beneficial owner data: Company Driven



Source: Companies House UK



Source: Companies House UK & Orbis




